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A
DISCOURSE,
DELIVERED A T  THE
DEDICATION OF THE SEMINARY HALL
IN SAUGUS, JAN. 15, 1822.
To which is added,
T H E  L I T T L E  R E C K O N E R ,
c o n s i s t i n g  p r i n c i p a l l y  of
ARITHMETICAL QUESTIONS FOR INFANT MINDS.
BY JOSEPH EMERSON,
PRINCIPAL OF THE FEMALE SEMINARY, AND M INISTER 
OF T HE CHURCH IN  T HAT PLACE.
BOSTON:
SAMU EL T . ARMSTRONG AND CROCKER &  BREW STER  
  No. 50, Cornhill.
1822.
FEMALE SEMINARY AT SAUGUS
For the sake of preaching the gospel to a small Society, that would 
otherwise have been destitute, the subscriber has judged it his duly to 
remove to this place. Here the people have made very special and 
laudable exertions for the convenience of himself, his family and Semi­
nary. The neat and elegant building, which they have erected, is 
peculiarly commodious for the purposes of health and instruction. It 
is situated a few rods west of the meeting-house, about a third of a 
mile cast of Newburyport turnpike, seven miles and a half from 
B oston, three from Lynn Hotel, and one and a half from Newell’s 
Tavern.
The Principal of the Seminary is decidedly of opinion, that the plan 
of two classes adopted last year, is a considerable improvement in his 
system of instruction. It has certainly conduced to make his pupils 
more thorough scholars; and the senior class were able to advance 
much farther, than would otherwise have been practicable. He pro­
poses, therefore, to pursue the same plan the present year.
For admission into the junior class, though the young ladies will not 
be formally examined, they will bo expected, at entrance, to be able 
to read common prose with a good degree of readiness and correct­
ness, to have made considerable proficiency in spelling; to have such 
a knowledge of Grammar, as to be able to parse easy sentences; to 
have a good general acquaintance with Modern Geography and with 
the fundamental rules of Arithmetic. Except in some very special 
cases, no one will be admitted under the age of twelve years.
The principal studies of the junior class will be Reading, Spelling, 
Defining, Writing, Penmaking, Arithmetic, Ancient and Modern 
Geography, Grammar, Punctuation, Rhetoric, Composition, History, 
and Theology.
The following are the principal books, which will he studied by the 
junior class; an English Dictionary, the Union Catechism, Night 
Thoughts, Colburn’s Arithmetic, Daboll’s Arithmetic, Murray’s Gram­
mar, Exercises and Key, Abridgment of Blair’s Lectures, Worcester’s 
Elements of Geography with his Ancient and Modern Maps, and 
Whelpley’s Compend of History.
It is expected, that the senior class will consist, in a great measure, 
of those, who have already been members of the Seminary. Others, 
who may join this class, will be considered as admitted to advanced 
standing. T hey will, therefore, be expected, at entrance, to have a 
good acquaintance with the studies of the junior season, above mention­
ed. It will not, however, be considered absolutely essential for them 
to have studied the same books. I t  is particularly desired, that they 
be well acquainted with Arithmetic, particularly Fractions and Pro­
portion. The senior class will devote some attention to most of the 
junior studies. They will devote a few days to reviewing Worcester’s 
Geography, Blair’s Abridgment and W helpley’s Compend. The 
other books, to be studied by the senior class, are the following; 
Union Catechism, Watts on the improvement of the Mind, Conver­
sation on Natural Philosophy, Conversations on Chemistry, Outline of 
a Course of Lectures on Astronomy, Goldsmith’s Abridgment of the 
History of Greece—of Rome—and of England, Morse and Parish’s 
History of New-England, and Sabine's Ecclesiastical History.
The students of both classes are requested to bring any of the 
following b ooks, that they may possess or procure without purchasing; 
a Singing Book, Watts’s Psalms and Hymns, Worcester's Select 
Hymns, Cowper’s Poems, Pope’s Essay on Man, any works on Logic, 
Rhetoric, Intellectual Philosophy, or Astronomy, or any Gazetteers.
Elizabeth Prescott Lewis       1822
F E M A L E  E D U C A T I O N
A
DISCOURSE,
DELIVERED A T  T HE
DEDICATION OF THE SEMINARY HALL
IN SAUGUS, JAN, 15, 1822.
To which is added,
T H E  L I T T L E  R E C K O N E R ,
CONSISTING PRINCIPALLY OF
ARITHMETICAL QUESTIONS FOR INFANT MINDS.
BY JOSEPH EMERSON,
 PRINCIPAL OF THE FEMALE SEMINARY, AND MINISTER
OF THE CHURCH IN TH A T  PLACE.
•
BOSTON:
S A M U E L  T .  A R M S T R O N G  A N D  C R O C K E R  &  B R E W S T E R ,
N E W  Y O R K :— JO H N  P. H A V E N .  
1822.
RECOM M ENDATIONS.
Having heard a discourse on Female Education, delivered by the 
Rev. Joseph Emerson, in Saugus, Jan. 15, 1822, at the Dedication of 
the Seminary Hall in that place, we recommend it to our people, wish­
ing that every family may possess a copy.
R euben E merson, South Reading. 
B rown E merson, Salem.
E lias Cornelius, „
Ot is  Rockwood, Lynn.  
T imothy M erritt, „
P hinehas P eck, „
E benezer N elson, jr . ,,
T homas B aldwin, Boston.
F rancis W AYLAND, jr . ,,
Asa E aton, ,,
S ereno E. D wight, „
S amuel F. J arvis, „
B. B. W isner, „
J ohn N owland M affitt,
R ichard S. Storrs, Braintree. 
C alvin H itchcock, Randolph. 
J ustin E dwards, Andover.
W e, the undersigned, have heard, with much pleasure, the sermon 
of the Rev. Joseph Emerson on the subject of female education. The 
subject is of high importance to the interests of the Christian church 
and the world; and is treated in the sermon above mentioned in a man­
ner calculated, in our opinion, to produce very happy results. We 
would recommend it particularly to mothers and daughters, and to all 
teachers o f females; and hope that the extensive circulation of it, in 
our country, will contribute to the establishment of well regulated 
female Academies, where the female mind will be disciplined so as to 
reject whatever is frivolous and useless, and directed to the acquisi­
tion of those qualifications, which are of permanent utility.
L eonard W oods, 
  J .  MURDOCK,
 M . Stuart.
D IS T R IC T  OF M A SSA C H U SE T T S— to wit:
District Clerk's Office.
B e it  remembered, that on the fourteenth day of February, A. D. 
1822, and in the forty-sixth year of the Independence of the United 
St ates of America, J oseph E merson, of the said District, has deposited 
in this office the title of a book, the right whereof he claims as au­
thor, in the words following, to wit:
“ Female Education, a Discourse delivered at the Dedication of the 
Seminary Hall in Saugus, Jan. 15, 1822. To which is added, The 
Little Reckoner, consisting principally of Arithmetical Questions for 
Infant Minds. By Joseph Emerson, Principal of the Female Sem­
inary and Minister of the church in that place.”
In conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, inti*
tled, “An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the 
copies of maps, charts and books, to the authors and proprietors of 
such copies, during the times therein mentioned;”  and also to an act 
intitled, “ An act supplementary to an act, intitled an act for the en­
couragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts and 
books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies during the times 
therein mentioned; and extending the benefits thereof to the arts o f  
designing, engraving and etching historical and other prints.”
JNO. W . DAVIS, Clerk o f the District o f Massachusetts.
DISCOURSE.
—
PSALM 144:12. 
— THAT OUR DAUGHTERS MAY BE AS CORNER STONES, POLISHED
AFTER THE SIMILITUDE OF A PALACE.
A palace is among the most noble of human produc­
tions. It is the residence of kings and princes and nobles 
and the great ones of the earth. Its m aterials are of the  
best quality, and wrought by the best artists, that the 
world could furnish. Every thing relating to a palace, 
is deemed important. How highly important, then, must 
the corner stone be regarded. Perhaps no other part is 
more important, e ither for strength, or for elegance, or 
for duration.
T o  compare females to any part of a palace, must cer­
tainly be considered an honor. How highly are they 
honored, then, by being compared to the polished corner 
stones. T o  such an object, is the divine Redeem er com­
pared, by the prophetic pen; “ Behold I lay in Zion for 
a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone, a sure foundation.”
It is worthy of particular notice, how ever, that the  
psalmist does not declare, that the daughters of Israel 
were as the corner stones o f a palace; but intimates, that 
they might be such. For this end, he prays for peace; 
having previously acknowledged God, as his deliverer. 
“ It is he, that giveth salvation unto kings; who delivereth  
David his servant, from the hurtful sword. Rid me and 
deliver me from the hand of strange children, whose 
mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right 
hand of falsehood; that our sons may be as plants, grown 
up in their youth; that our daughters may be as corner
4stones, polished after the similitude of a palace.”  Thus  
he prays to be delivered from his enemies, that he might 
enjoy peace and tranquillity, that the rising generation 
might be properly educated, and trained up, to till the 
important stations, for which they were destined.
And now, my brethren and friends, may we not adopt 
the spirit of the same sacred prayer? that we may con­
tinue to enjoy the invaluable blessings of peace? that 
our civil, religious, literary and domestic institutions, may 
enjoy the smiles of God? especially, that our female 
seminaries may be improved, and abundantly patronised? 
and that our daughters may indeed become as corner 
stones, polished after the similitude of a palace?
T he  literal import of this prayer, is, that our daughters 
may be qualified to till with dignity, propriety and use­
fulness, the important stations, which they may be called 
to occupy. But prayer, without corresponding exer­
tion, is presumption. We are not to expect miracles. 
Something must be done, in order that females may attain 
that dignified and elevated rank in society, for which the 
God of nature, as well as the Bible, has manifestly de­
signed them. For this “ consummation, so devoutly to be 
wished,”  the greatest possible efforts must be made. T o  
ascertain what these efforts should be, we must take a 
view of the stations of females, and the qualifications re ­
quisite for filling them in the best manner. In pursuing 
this subject, then, let us inquire,
I. W hat are the stations, occupied by females?
II. W hat qualifications are requisite for filling these 
stations, in the best manner? and
III. How these qualifications m aybe acquired?
W hat, then, are the stations, which females are called
to fill? or what are the employments, which the great 
Governor of the world has assigned them? In these, there 
may, indeed, be some diversity. All females have not 
the same office. T h e  most important relations, that they 
are called to sustain, are those of daughters, sisters, 
friends, teachers, wives, mothers, members of the church, 
of the civil community, and of the human family.  Some 
are called to sustain all these relations; and every fe­
male, unless prevented by untimely death, is called to 
sustain the g reater part. How important is the station, 
arising from each of these relations; how momentous the
5duties, it demands. How unspeakably important, then, 
are they all, when considered together. I shall make a 
few observations upon such of them, as are not in a great 
measure implied in others.
The station of daughter is certainly important; much 
more important, than it is generally considered, by those 
who encircle the parental board. A station is important, 
according to the good or evil, which the occupant can 
produce. How beneficial, then, or how injurious, may 
be the influence of the daughter, according as she is 
qualified and disposed, to do good or to do evil. If in­
dolent, ungrateful or perverse, how much may she do to 
wound the tender feelings of her affectionate parents. 
By her indiscretion and folly, she may divert their atten­
tion from the other members of the family, fill their 
hearts with anguish, and bring down their gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. On the other hand, if she is indus­
trious, dutiful and kind, how much may she do, by her 
good conduct, to comfort, assist and delight those, to 
whom, under God, she is indebted for every blessing.
Scarcely less important is the station of sister; espe­
cially of an elder sister. How great is her influence 
over the younger members of the family. Every day, 
this influence is exerted and felt. How great must be 
its amount in a course of years. It conduces to form 
their characters and destinies through life, and forever. 
This is especially the case, when either or both parents 
are removed by the stroke of death.
But if the humble station of daughter and of sister is 
important—important even in childhood, what shall we 
say of those of wife and mother? Surely no language 
can fully express the importance of these. Much less, 
am I adequate to so mighty a task. But what I can, I 
must, though I should degrade what I attempt to honor. 
To pass them in silence, on such an occasion, as the 
present, would be inexcusable.
The relation, which the wife is called to sustain, is 
certainly as important, as it is interesting and endearing. 
To estimate the nature and importance of this relation, 
it may be useful for us to go back in imagination to the 
beginning of time, and take a view of the first human 
pair, as they came from their Creator’s hand. What is 
said of their creation, presents them to our view as a
*1
6noble and excellent order of beings, but little lower than 
the angels themselves. “ And God said, Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
So God created man in his own image; in the image of 
God created heTiim; male and female created he them.” 
From a more particular account of the creation of wo­
man in the following chapter, it appears, that Eve was 
not created, till Adam had had time to give names to 
the various animals, that God had formed. But though 
surrounded by so many creatures, the exquisite w ork­
manship of infinite Wisdom, he still felt himself 
alone. Among all these creatures, was not found a suit­
able companion, a help meet for Adam. And the Lord 
God said, “ It is not good that the man should be alone. I 
will make him a help meet for him;” a help, that shall be 
exactly suited to his noble nature, his exalted views, his 
pursuits and his wishes.
If  Adam had m erely wished for a toy to amuse his 
vacant hours, the ape, the coney, the squirrel, or the 
bird of Paradise, might have answered the purpose. 
Had he desired a slave, the whole creation was at his 
feet. It was a very different object, that could satisfy 
and delight his expanded and elevated soul. He wished 
for a companion, a rational companion, whom he could 
respect, as a “ sister spirit;”  whom he could love, as a 
dearer self; a rational companion, with whom he could 
hold sweet converse concerning nature and nature’s God;
a companion, whose very soul could mingle with his own; 
who could attend and aid him in his addresses to God, and 
exalt still higher his highest strains of praise; a rational 
companion, who could counsel and instruct him, as well 
as receive with gratitude his instructions and counsels; a 
helper indeed, who would delight to aid him in the great 
business of time, and the vast concerns of eternity. Such 
a help the Lord God was pleased to form for Adam, from 
the very substance of himself. She was bone of his 
bones, and flesh of his flesh, dust of the earth doubly re­
fined, twice purified by the divine Artificer; the last and 
crowning work of God; formed, not indeed from the 
bead of man, to domineer over him, nor from his feet,
7• to be trampled in the dust, but from the very vicinity of 
his heart, to be his affectionate, beloved and respected 
companion. Such, we may reasonably suppose, was wo­
man, before she fell, when the all bounteous C reator p re­
sented her to Adam to crown and consummate his felicity, 
to add new freshness to the flowers of Eden, new softness 
to the moon, and new glories to the sun. Such should 
h e r daughters be. T hen , indeed, would they be as cor­
ner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace. 
Such, I trust, at some future period, they will be. And 
may we not cherish the delightful hope, that the period 
is not remote? Different, indeed, will they be from 
the present generation of females. I am far from 
denying, however, that there  are now in the world, 
many, very many, excellent women, who are the 
glory of the human race; who appear as suns, as 
constellations of virtues, in the female hem isphere. 
T h e  light, which in all directions they are continually 
radiating, or ra ther reflecting from the Sun of righteous­
ness, is most auspicious.  We hail it, as the dawn of a 
brighter day. Yet comparatively speaking, they are 
few, very few, probably not the ten thousandth part o f 
their sex. it is our ardent wish and unwavering confi­
dence, that all may be such— such, and more. Probably 
the most illustrious has not yet attained the degree of 
excellence, which, at some future period, the least wor­
thy will possess.
O what a treasure, does that man possess, who has 
such a female for his companion, his dearest friend. T o  
her he may safely confide the inmost secrets of his heart. 
“ She will do him good, and not evil, all the days of her 
life.”  And how vast will be the amount of all the good 
she will do him. T his, it may transcend the ability of 
angels to compute.
No less important is the station of mother. Perhaps it 
is more important still. Surely the m other is a much 
more important character, than is generally imagined. 
T o  whom are we to look for improvements? for such im­
provements, as the world has never seen? Is it to men? to 
those, whose habits are fixed; whose characters are con­
solidated? No. It is to the rising generation, to children, 
to babes, to sucklings. And who has the principal influ­
ence in forming the habits and characters of these? T h e
8mother; she who is with them, and is scarcely removed 
from them, by night or by day; she, who imparts to them, 
her manners, her habits, her language, her modes of 
thinking, her opinions, her prejudices, her virtues, I had 
almost said, he r very soul itself. Surely the m other has 
more influence in forming the rising generation, than is 
possessed by any other character; more than is possessed 
by man, with all his authority, with all bis laws, with all 
his arms, with all his splendid literary institutions. 
Though the station of the m other is, indeed, subordinate, 
as it respects the father, it is infinitely important. Though 
h e r  station is subordinate, yet in a great measure, she 
carries in her heart, and holds in her hand, the destinies 
of the world. It is impossible, that mankind should be im­
proved to any considerable degree and extent, without a 
corresponding improvement of mothers. Here and there, 
individuals may arise and shine, as they have done from 
the beginning of time; but improvements will be exceed­
ingly limited, unless mothers are improved. And even 
with regard to the most distinguished individuals, who 
have enlightened and astonished the world, it is probable, 
that the m other has had a g rea ter influence in forming 
their characters, than has been generally supposed. Who 
can tell how much her efforts may have conduced to give 
such a tone and direction to their minds, as had an influ­
ence upon their whole succeeding conduct? All the fu­
ture Bacons, Lockes, and Newtons; all the future Baxters, 
Edwardses and Dwights, that are yet to arise and enlight­
en the world, will owe their influence, in a g rea ter or 
less degree, to the mother. From her lips, they will learn 
to articulate their own names. From her, they will learn 
to walk, to think, to pray. She, who is truly an excel­
lent m other, is one of the richest boons of Heaven.
We are assured by the voice of inspiration, that a 
child left to himself, bringeth his mother to shame. But 
why does an ungoverned and froward child bring shame 
upon his m other, more than upon his father? Is it not, 
because the m other has a peculiar influence, and conse­
quently, a peculiar obligation, to train h e r offspring to 
obedience and virtue? -
If I could for a moment believe the horrible idea, that
females have no immortal souls, that to them death is an
9eternal sleep, even at that moment, I would say, Let the 
female character be raised, that she may elevate her 
sons; let it be exalted to the utmost, that she may exalt 
humanity.
T o  the female, is committed the important office of 
guiding the house; of managing the internal concerns of 
the family; of contriving, ordering, directing, improving 
or producing, almost every thing, that constitutes and pro­
motes the comforts, the delights, and the endearments of 
domestic life. T h e  duties of this station, how ever, so es­
sential to civilization and refinement, may be considered 
as included in those of wife and mother. And let it be 
rem em bered, let it never be forgotten, that no pursuits 
are more appropriate, or more honorable, to a female, 
than the duties of the domestic circle. “ A wise woman 
buildeth her house.”  It is her study and delight to con­
trive and improve w hatever may conduce to the welfare 
of her household.
But though home is he r principal theatre  of action, 
w here she may gain a certain, though silent, applause, 
more endearing than the shouts of multitudes; where she 
may form a character more precious than rubies, and 
more lasting than marble, yet her influence is not con­
fined to her own dwelling. I f  virtuous, intelligent and 
accomplished, she may do incalculable good to her more 
distant relatives, to her neighbors, her friends, her coun­
try and the world. T h e  knowledge, which with so much 
satisfaction she has acquired, she is still more delighted 
to impart. While “ she openeth her mouth with wisdom, 
and in her tongue is the law of kindness,”  he r salutary in­
structions are heard to be rem em bered and practised; 
and the whole village around her is made wiser and 
better.
But next to the domestic circle, the school room is un­
questionably the most important sphere of female activity. 
According to their number, perhaps the influence of 
female teachers is not less important, than that of moth­
ers . If the teacher’s influence is not so concentrated and 
intense, it extends to a g rea ter number, and embraces a 
w ider circle.
It has long been my decided opinion, that N ature  has 
peculiarly formed and designed the softer sex for the 
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noble and delightful, though arduous and trying, office of 
teaching. T hey  naturally possess a g reater share of 
those excellencies, which constitute a good teacher. 
More gentle, affectionate and winning in their manner; 
more ardent, zealous, and persevering in their efforts; 
more interesting, endearing, and impressive in their com­
munications, their operations upon the mind are more 
forcible and more efficacious. T h e ir superiority in 
these respects, is more than a counterbalance for their 
real or supposed deficiency in the art of governing. 
According to their opportunities of learning, they have 
probably been the more successful teachers. In p ro p o r ­
tion to the scanty compensation, which they Have receiv­
ed, they have undoubtedly done more in this office to 
promote the public good, than the other sex.
And here I would just rem ark, that it seems desirable, 
that females should have a much greater share in literary 
instruction, than is now assigned them. If  the great 
business of enacting, explaining and executing the laws, 
and the still g reater and more momentous business of 
preaching the everlasting gospel, are committed to men; 
if  the lucrative and honorable professions of law and 
medicine are exercised by them exclusively, as certainly 
they should be, does it not seem reasonable, that the 
business of teaching should be in a g reater measure con­
signed to the other sex? And if their instructions are at once 
more excellent, and less expensive, will it not be doubly 
advantageous to the public to allow them this perquisite? 
If, then, there w ere a sufficient number of female teach­
ers of good literary qualifications, would it not be desira­
ble, that the whole business of teaching their own sex 
should be immediately committed to them, and also of 
teaching the other sex, till past the stage of childhood? 
Is it not, therefore, important, that every effort should be 
made to raise the literary qualifications of females?
T h ere  are still other relations and other ways, in 
which the female may shine and bless. As a member of 
the church of Christ, h e r efforts seem indispensable. 
W ithout her pious example and Christian conversation, 
it seems, that the gates of hell must prevail against the 
church. As woman was first in the transgression, so she 
appears to have been most active to deliver th e  world
11
from the dreadful effects of h e r horrid apostasy. As 
Christianity is peculiarly suited to improve and exalt the 
condition of females, so females have been peculiarly 
engaged for the advancement of our holy religion. N ot, 
indeed, that they have done every thing they ought. 
T h e  very best of them  will acknowledge and lament, 
that in many things they have come short. But notwith­
standing their deficiences, which they so deeply deplore, 
it is manifest, that according to their abilities and oppor­
tunities, they have exerted their full proportion of influ­
ence, to promote peace on earth  and good will to men. 
In what good work, let me ask, in what labor of love, not 
unsuitable to their condition, have they been backward? 
In what have they not been ardently and successfully en­
gaged? T h e  numerous and noble institutions, that so dis­
tinguish and bless the present day, have been greatly 
promoted by female exertions. T h ey  have been urged 
forward by fem ale hands, by female tongues, by female 
prayers.
By way of example, I will mention two or three facts, 
as stated in the  late report of the American Education 
Society. “ T h e  Female Auxiliary Education Society of 
Salem and Vicinity, has been perseveringly engaged five 
years, and has contributed $695,03. T h e  contributions 
of the last year exceed those of any preceding year. 
T h e  Female Auxiliary Society of Boston and Vicinity 
has in th ree  years contributed to the funds $1,119,32. 
T h e  Graham Society of Boston from Jan. 1817, to Jan 
1821, have aided 42 beneficiaries of the American Edu­
cation Society, in articles o f clothing to the amount of 
$626,27. T h e  Editor of Babington’s T reatise  on Educa­
tion, has paid into the treasury of the Society $350, as the 
avails of that useful work. Honorable notice is also due 
to those numerous females in various parts of the coun­
try, whose charities have afforded such important aid 
to this institution. O f fifty-eight societies which are auxil­
iary to this, thirty-one are composed o f females.”
You will bear in mind, that the aid, which they have 
afforded to the Education Society, is but a specimen of 
what they are doing for the various pious and benevo­
lent societies, that are engaged for the improvement of 
the world.
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Such are the exertions, and such the extensive influ­
ence, of Christian females. For though we are by no 
 means to suppose, that all these females are professors 
of godliness, yet no doubt, the principal and leading ex­
ertions have been made by those who, have a standing 
on the hill of Zion.
T h e  late lamented Dr. W orcester, one of the most ju ­
dicious and accurate observers of mankind, has the fol­
lowing remarks upon the influence of females. “ In the 
empire of fashion, indeed, as it relates to every depart­
ment of life, the influence of women is almost absolute; 
and it rests with them, in a very great degree, to give 
direction and character to the conversation, the opinions, 
the manners and morals of society. If, then, their com­
bined influence were exerted for Christ and his religion, 
how extensive and illustrious would be its effects. Is it 
not completely within the power of women, not only to 
banish profanity and indecency, scandal and frivolity from 
mixed social parties; but to render topics of the most in­
teresting, improving and serious nature, admissible and 
fashionable in the politest circles? N ot only to frown 
into disuse and disgrace ail amusements and practices of 
a dissipating and irreligious tendency; but even to make 
it reputable and polite, to improve the seasons of leisure 
and relaxation and social intercourse, in a manner per­
fectly conformable to the sacred rules of the gospel?” 
How important, then, is it, that females, that all fe­
males, should be qualified to fill their various important 
stations in the best possible manner—that in the highest 
possible degree, they should become benefactors and 
blessings to their parents, to their brothers and sisters, to 
their husbands, to their children, to their pupils, to their 
friends and associates, to the church of Christ, to their 
country, to the world, to generations yet unborn— that 
the whole world may see and feel and acknowledge, that 
they are indeed as corner stones, polished after the 
similitude of a palace.
Let us now inquire,
II. What are the qualifications, which females need, 
in order thus to shine and bless? It is manifest, that they 
must gain solid improvements; that they must possess 
substantial and durable virtues. None of them must 
any longer content themselves with walking in a vain
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show. A few external accomplishments; a  slight and 
very superficial acquaintance with a dozen branches of 
instruction, never designed to be practical— instruction, 
that has little or no tendency to correct the morals or 
improve the habits, to mend the heart or to ennoble the 
mind— all this will not suffice. We must no longer be 
amused and deceived with trifles, which do not profit. 
But shall all female accomplishments be proscribed? By 
no means. So far from this, it is exceedingly desirable, 
that our daughters should be accomplished in the high­
est degree; that they should become the ornaments of 
creation; that they should receive the most delicate and 
exquisite polish, that means can give; that they should 
become the ornaments of the universe, the jew els of 
heaven. But let their minds be first consolidated. Solid 
substances receive the best polish. In vain will you 
attem pt to give a perm anent polish to the foam, that 
floats and whirls upon the little eddy, how ever it may 
sparkle and dazzle. Let our daughters be accomplished, 
as much as you please; the more the better; only let 
their accomplishments be united with substantial im­
provements; with useful acquisitions. Let them be ac­
complished readers, accomplished w riters, accomplished 
grammarians, accomplished reasoners; le t them  be ac­
complished in conversation, in  every branch of literature, 
which they will probably have occasion to use; es­
pecially let them  be accomplished in domestic phi­
losophy, i n  the skilful, judicious and dexterous per­
formance of domestic duties; above all, let them  
be accomplished Christians. It is an infinite mis­
take, to think, that the gospel requires them  to 
be uncivil, rude, coarse, vulgar, gloomy, morose or un­
seemly. L et them be kind, gentle, easy, unaffected, 
graceful, in all their actions. But do not attem pt to re­
fine their nonsense, to polish their vanities, or varnish 
their follies. Do not attem pt to polish the weeds and 
brambles, that grow with such luxuriance in the garden 
of depravity. Let it be rem em bered, that folly is folly, 
and sin is sin, how ever gracefully they may be committed. 
 Let us now consider a few of the many qualifications 
desirable in females.
 In the first place, it seems desirable, that they should 
possess health, strength and vigor of constitution. It has, 
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been the unhappy mistake of some, that in order to be 
amiable, they must be weak; to possess delicacy of feel­
ing, their constitutions must be sickly. It is to be hoped, 
however, that this notion, as ridiculous as it is injurious, 
has now scarcely an existence, except in the imaginations 
o f poets and maniacs. Many of the duties of the female 
render it desirable, that she should possess health, 
strength, firmness, vigor, hardiness of body, as well as of 
mind. For the want of these, how many excellent fe­
males are compelled to leave undone a great part of what 
they would gladly do; how many, alas, have languished 
and died in attempting to perform duties, that seemed to 
be indispensable. Surely the humble daughter of Zion, 
who desires and delights to do good to all around her, 
must consider it an unspeakable calamity, to be so ten­
der and delicate, as to be unable to set the sole of her 
foot upon the ground. “ Perfections that are placed in 
bones and nerves,”  are by no means to be despised; and 
she, who despises them, does little less, than despise the 
heavenly Giver. T hey  may not only enable her to per­
form, with pleasure and despatch, the most indispensable 
duties, but also conduce to the vigor and expansion and 
elevation of her mind.
Still more important is it, that she should possess vigor 
of mind and intellectual improvement. Though corpo­
real powers are by no means to be despised, yet surely the 
mind is the nobler part. Wisdom is better than strength, 
By bodily perfections, she is allied to the animal tribes; 
by the powers of her mind, to man, to angels, and to God. 
In the image of God, was she created; and though fallen, 
she retains something of that image still. Surely it is 
important, that the noble powers and faculties, by which 
she is so exalted in the scale of being, should be cultivated 
and improved to the utmost. Highly important is it, that 
she should be able to think, to reason, to investigate, “ to 
look through nature up to nature’s God.”  Without reason­
ing, she seems little mere than an automaton, or a domes­
tic animal. She needs the power of habitual reasoning, 
to enable her to guide the house with discretion, and look 
well to the ways of he r family. Without reasoning, she 
will be able to make improvement in nothing; she will 
drudge through the same dull round of operations, like a
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m ere beast of burden.* W ithout thought, reflection and 
reasoning, he r conversation will be little more than the 
prating of a parrot. W ithout the power of reasoning, 
she will not be prepared to appear with advantage, at 
the head of a family, at the head of a school, in the so­
cial circle, nor in any place, w here any thing is to be 
said, or any thing is to be done which is the least devia­
tion from the common course. Surely no one can doubt 
that every intellectual pow er and faculty of the female, 
should be unfolded and improved to the greatest possible 
degree.
She should also h are  a good practical acquaintance, 
with those operations, which she has frequent occasion 
to perform or superintend. She should be familiarly ac­
quainted with the various operations of domestic life, and 
be able to perform them in the best manner. T h e  mis­
tress of a family must rarely  expect to have those opera­
tions well performed by domestics, which she knows not 
how to perform  herself.
It is peculiarly desirable, that she should be well ac­
quainted with her own language. A great part of her 
usefulness and happiness will depend upon this. She 
should be able to read, to write, to speak, he r native 
tongue, with correctness, with ease, with energy, and if 
possible, with elegance. She has occasion to use it every 
day and almost every  waking hour of he r life.† A 
knowledge of her language must be understood as includ­
ing a knowledge of Gramm ar and Rhetoric.
For various reasons, which I have not time to state, it 
is desirable, that every female should have considerable 
acquaintance with Arithmetic.
If  she can gain some acquaintance with N atural Philos­
ophy and Chemistry, she may find it exceedingly useful. 
It may conduce to unfold the wonders of nature to her 
admiring and delighted view. It will also assist her to 
understand the reasons of various domestic operations,
* Let not this he thought a reflection upon all who have not been 
favored with literary advantages. There are good reasoners, who do 
not know the meaning of the word logic, and scarcely ever saw the 
inside of a school-house. What would they have been, had they en­
joyed early opportunities of regularly improving their superior pow­
ers of mind.
† Some gentlemen who have had a college education, still retain 
vulgarisms and barbarisms which they imbibed from maternal lips.
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and enable her to perform many of these with g reater 
facility, with greater dispatch, in a be tter manner, and 
with much more satisfaction. Every domestic operation 
may be considered as an experiment in Natural Philoso­
phy or  Chemistry. Did the well instructed female thus 
regard them, she would not be likely to consider them, 
as menial drudgery, unfit for her delicate hands.
Still more important is a knowledge of History and In­
tellectual Philosophy. I mention these together, because 
they are so intimately connected. It is impossible to be 
well acquainted with one, without considerable knowledge 
of the other. History shows us what man has done; and 
Intellectual Philosophy shows us what he is. By know­
ing what he has done, we may be greatly assisted to 
know what he is; and by knowing what he is, we may be 
enabled more clearly to understand what he has done. 
T hese sciences afford us the most useful lessons of practi­
cal wisdom from day to day. T o  parents and teachers, to 
all who are called “ to rear the tender thought, and teach 
the young idea how to shoot,”  they are peculiarly im­
portant. T hey  are each of them  important also on 
several other accounts.
An acquaintance with Geography and Chronology may 
he considered as included or implied in a knowledge of 
History.
But by far the most important branch of knowledge to 
females, as well as to males, is a knowledge of God and 
the way of salvation. Without this, all other branches 
are vain to their possessors. It is this, that stamps upon 
them their principal and everlasting value.
It is desirable, not only to know the way of salvation, 
as it respects ourselves, that we may secure our own im­
mortal welfare, but also to know something of the state 
o f the world in relation to this great and glorious subject. 
It is important to know, in some degree, how God has 
been gradually unfolding the scheme of grace and carry­
ing on the stupendous work of redemption, from the be­
ginning of time to the present day; and how he will con­
tinue to carry on the same work to the consummation of 
all things.* If we have the least regard for the gospel,
* Mr. Edward’ s “ History of Redemption” probably the best un­
inspired work that was ever written upon this subject, is most earnest­
ly recommended to those who are not yet acquainted with its luminous 
and delightful pages.
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or for the welfare of mankind, must we not be ardently 
desirous of knowing the exceeding great and precious 
promises and assurances, given to the church, that her 
glory shall till the world. Who but must delight to con­
sider the present state of the world, compare it with the 
sure word of prophecy, and perceive the striking evidence 
that Jesus is on his way to take the kingdom? Surely our 
daughters can hardly be considered as polished corner 
stones, if  they are ignorant of these things. Scarcely 
any other kind of information, is so suited to stimulate 
them  to be up and doing— to be steadfast and immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord.
Finally, it is desirable, that every individual of both 
sexes should gain the best possible knowledge of the 
whole word of God. It is “ profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”  
It is suited above every thing else, to improve, ennoble 
and exalt the soul. We need this knowledge every day, 
every hour, every moment, to direct every  action, every  
word, every thought, every feeling. We need its con­
tinual influence, to advance our usefulness and happiness 
in this world, and our glory, honor and immortality in the 
world to come.
B u t in order to become as polished corner stones, our 
daughters will need some other qualifications, that have 
not ye t been particularly mentioned. T hey  will need the 
accomplishments, the virtues, the graces of the heart; 
sweetness of disposition, gentleness, kindness, modesty, 
cheerfulness, affability, frankness, meekness, sincerity, 
constancy, compassion, humility, patience, faith, hope, 
charity, resignation, devotion, a zeal for God according to 
knowledge, well regulated, well directed, ever glowing, 
ever increasing.
 Such appear to be the principal qualifications, desirable 
in females, that they may act well their part, shine as 
lights in the world, and prepare to shine as the sun in 
the kingdom of glory. And is there  a female, with the 
least sense of the dignity of her nature, who does not de­
sire to possess these qualifications? Let us then inquire,
III. How these qualifications may be acquired? T his 
is a question no less important, than the two preceding. 
Nay it is much more so. T h ey  receive all their impor­
tance from their relation to this. W hat is the use of
Am
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knowing, that the stations of females are exceedingly im­
portant; or of knowing what qualifications are needful 
for those stations, if  we know not how those qualifications 
may be acquired? Upon such a subject, most gladly and 
gratefully would I sit at th e  feet, and learn of any one, 
who would instruct me. Instead of enjoying such a 
privilege, however, I must attempt to offer a few obser­
vations in the full confidence, that they will be received 
with candor and with kindness.
By no means would I imply, that all these qualifications 
can be acquired by any one; much less, that they are 
possible to all. T h e  original constitutions of many are 
so feeble, that nothing short of a miracle, can give them 
firm and vigorous health; very few if any, possess the 
means and opportunities best suited for gaining the 
other qualifications; and possibly some may lack those 
original powers of mind, without which all means and op­
portunities will be unavailing. T h e re  is no doubt, how­
ever, that what is considered a want of native talent, 
arises more frequently from want of health, o f good dis­
cipline, good instructions, or the faithful efforts of the 
subject, than from original defect. Confident I am, that 
by far the g reater part of the youthful daughters of New  
England, who are favored with a tolerable share of health, 
might, with suitable efforts, acquire the g rea ter part, and 
by far the most important part, of the above qualifica­
tions, in a respectable degree. Let none be discouraged 
from attempting to acquire some of them, though they 
may have no hope of acquiring the whole. If  any have 
lost several of their best years for literary acquisitions, 
let them not be discouraged by that unhappy and perhaps 
criminal circumstance; nor add sin to sin, by resolving to 
lose the rest.
As females may be divided into varions classes, accord­
ing to their different ages, attainments, conditions, means 
and prospects, it will not be expected, that I should at­
tem pt to give directions particularly suited to each. I 
will, then, suppose one individual; and consequently the 
directions given for her education, may apply with more 
or less variation to the education of others.
If any of you, who are the parents of an infant daughter, 
are desirous, that she should become as a corner stone, 
polished after the similitude of a palace, let me advise
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you to commence her education immediately; or rather 
let me assure you, that he r education has already com­
menced. As soon as she opened her eyes upon the light, 
she received impressions from external objects, which 
had some influence to form her mind, and m ake h e r what 
she now is, and what she may be hereafter. Did we but 
know how to conduct her education in this tender period, 
there is no doubt, that much might be done even in her 
infancy, to make her both good and great. And yet, at 
present, so little is known upon this subject, that very little 
can be said. It is clear, how ever, that something may be 
done very early. 
In the first place, then, let her be most sincerely, 
solemnly and ardently devoted to God. If  you do not 
feel, that God requires you to dedicate h e r in baptism to 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, or to dedicate h e r in 
any external way, still devote her to Him, in the way, 
that appears to you most agreeable lo scripture. I f  
however, you devote her in baptism or otherwise, do 
not content yourselves with a single dedication. F o r 
though we suppose, the rite of baptism is not to be re ­
peated, yet surely the dedication of your beloved off­
spring to God, is to be most devoutly repeated from day 
to day. Continue, then, from day to day, to present her 
in the arms of faith, to Him, from whom you have re ­
ceived her. She is still his. She is only committed to 
you, for education. Behold the Form er of h e r tender 
body and the Father of her immortal spirit, committing 
her to your fond parental arms, and as it w ere address­
ing you, “ T ake  this child and bring her up for me, and 
I will give you everlasting wages— an infinite rew ard.” 
But still rem em ber, that without his blessing, all your 
efforts for her welfare will be in vain. Cry to Him, 
then, without fainting and without ceasing, to m ake h e r 
all you can reasonably wish her to be.
At the same time use all the means in your pow er, 
that may appear conducive to her health; and suited to 
unfold and improve her corporeal and m ental powers.* 
Remember that for two or th ree  of he r first years, you
* “Education should seek to bring its subjects to the perfection of 
their moral, intellectual and physical nature; in order that they may 
be of the greatest possible use to themselves and others.” Mrs. 
Willard.
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can do much more by example, than by precept. During 
the tender stage of infancy, example is undoubtedly much 
more important, than it is generally considered. Show her, 
by your conduct, what you would have her to do, and to be. 
Would you have her sincere? N ever deceive her; nor let 
h e r have the least occasion to mistrust your sincerity. 
I f  possible, preserve her from the contagion of lying lips 
and deceitful tongues. Would you have her a pleasant 
child? N ever let her see you fretful. Would you have 
her kind, condescending, affectionate, tender-hearted, 
neat, industrious, economical, &c .? Let he r continually 
see the same exemplified in you.
As soon as may be, let her be directed and encouraged 
to perform useful operations. Let her be early taught, 
that her little hands were made for use, rather than for 
ornament— for work, rather than for play.
As early as possible let her be instructed to love, fear, 
worship and serve her C reator and Redeemer.
As soon as she is capable of government, let her be 
taught to obey. Let your word to her be law; but, ex­
cept in case of obstinacy, let it be manifestly “ the law of 
kindness.” Let her be taught to obey you, because it is 
the command of God. If  corporeal punishment is needful, 
let it be indicted as rarely as possible, and never in anger.
As soon as she will listen to them, relate to her the 
admirable stories in the word of God, with such comments 
and applications, as you, may judge useful.
Let her be taught to read such parts of the bible, as 
she can best understand, and gradually advance to those, 
which are more difficult. Let her reading be chiefly 
confined to what she can understand.
Let her be amused with a great variety of unexpen­
sive toys; and if possible, let all her toys be fraught with 
instruction.
Make continual exertions to prevent or correct every 
bad habit of speaking; and indeed every other bad habit.
Show and explain to her as many instructive objects, 
as possible. As far as may be, let her be acquainted with 
things, before she knows their names, or immediately 
after; and explain to her the meaning of words, by show­
ing her the objects, which they signify. Do not encum­
ber her tender mind with a multitude of words, which 
she does not understand.
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T each her to think and to reason; or ra ther aid and 
direct her feeble efforts of reasoning, as early as possible.
T h e  idea, that the reasoning faculty does not begin to 
unfold itself, till the child is ten or twelve years old, is 
doubtless one of the most pernicious errors, that ever 
deformed a system of education. It is my decided opin­
ion, that all children, who are not idiots, put forth the 
buds of reasoning the first year. In the present im per­
fect state of education, however, perhaps little, if any 
thing, can be done toward unfolding this faculty, till a 
year or two after. As soon, however, as your daughter 
understands the meaning of the words why, because, &c. 
then, if not before, it is time to begin to aid her progress 
in the noble art of logic.* Listen patiently to her ques­
tions, and if  practicable either answer them, or direct 
her in a way to ascertain the  answers; and in your turn 
question her also.
Begin very early to instruct her to make little mental 
calculations in Arithmetic; and gradually proceed to such 
as are more difficult. T his exercise, I consider, peculiar­
ly important. If  generally adopted and properly  pur­
sued, it would not only improve the mind, but probably 
in all cases, prevent that unhappy distaste for Arithmetic, 
of which so many females so bitterly complain.†
Hitherto you have had the principal management and 
instruction of your daughter yourselves. But this delight­
ful task is not always to be yours. As soon as she is old 
enough to attend to literary pursuits in a class, it may be 
well to send her to the best school with which you are 
acquainted. Very important are  the advantages of at­
tending to her studies in a class, under a good teacher.
My directions henceforward, then, will be designed 
principally for he r teacher.
Let her attend first to those things, which are first in 
the order of N ature, and most easy to be understood. 
With great diffidence, I would suggest the following order 
of studies, Mental Arithmetic, (o r Arithmetic by mental 
calculation, in answer to questions,) Reading, Spelling, 
Geography, Defining, W riting, Penmaking, Composition 
(in the form of journals and very easy narrations and de­
* “All the good judgment and prudence, that any man exerts in his 
common concerns of life, without the advantage of learning, is called 
natural logic.” Watts.
† See Lillie Reckoner.
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scriptions,) Arithmetic, History, Grammar, Punctuation, 
Rhetoric, Composition (upon various subjects,) Logic, 
Natural History, Geometry, Algebra, Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry, Domestic Philosophy, Intellectual Philoso­
phy, Moral Philosophy and Education.
Though this arrangement may be some improvement 
upon others, I am far from thinking it the best possible. 
For the sake of classification and other reasons, it may 
often be expedient to vary it.
By no means would I have the pupil complete her 
education in one branch, before she proceeds to the next. 
It may be best for her to go over with most of them two 
or three times, in the use of different books, at each 
successive tim e, proceeding much farther, than before.
After she is able to read with a tolerable degree of 
facility, let her attend to a scripture lesson every week.
Considering History as Sacred,  Civil and Ecclesiastical, 
it may receive three times as much attention, as any 
other branch.
Let her pay particular attention to the present relig­
ious, or rather sinful, state of the world, and to the exer­
tions, which have been recently made, for the improve­
ment and salvation of the human race.
Let not her tender mind be distracted, confused and 
perplexed, by attempting to advance in several studies at 
the same time. Let her principal attention be directed 
to one or two studies, while she occasionally attends to 
preceding studies, as collateral, sufficiently to retain, or 
recal, what she had previously acquired.
T h e  admirable direction of Mr. Murray, upon the ac­
quisition of knowledge, should never be forgotten. “A 
distinct general view or outline of all the essential parts 
of the study, in which they are engaged; a gradual and 
judicious supply of this outline; a due arrangement of 
the divisions according to their natural order and connec­
tion, appear to be among the best means of enlightening 
the minds of youth, and of facilitating their acquisition of 
knowledge.”
Let all the pursuits of the pupil be rendered as inter­
esting, as they lawfully can be.
Let her pursue all her studies, in such a manner, that 
she may forget as little as possible. Repeated reviews 
of her studies, conducted in different manners, may be of 
great use to fix them permanently in her mind. -The
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method of reviewing by means of tickets, or very small 
cards, is perhaps as good for this purpose, and as interest­
ing in itself, as any that has yet been devised.*
Let nothing be done for her, which she can do as well, 
or nearly as well, for herself; as making pens, ruling 
paper, &c.
If possible, let her be made to understand every thing 
in her studies, and the reason of every operation, as she 
proceeds; and let every branch be pursued in a manner 
to improve her understanding to the greatest possible de­
gree. She should be taught Chirography, for example, 
in such a manner, that he r understanding, as well as her 
taste, may be continually improving. Let her understand 
the advantages of every branch, and pursue it in a man­
ner, to attain those advantages, in the greatest degree. 
Let her be made to realize, that every study should be 
pursued in exact proportion to its utility; and that she 
should not allow the least claim to vain curiosity, how­
ever urgent.
Let every lawful stimulus be applied to encourage and 
animate her in ascending the delightful hills of literature 
and the noble mountains of science.
Let the utmost exertions be used to preserve her from 
the contagion of bad company, and the allurem ents of 
vice. As far as possible, let her be favored with such 
society, as is suited to improve her mind, he r manners, and 
her heart.
During her literary course, let he r be exposed to cold, 
as much as possible, without endangering her health; and 
also let her be vigorously em ploy e d  two or th ree  hours 
every day in some laborious exercise; if practicable, 
some useful employment for charitable purposes. In 
this way, she will be likely to gain more knowledge and 
much more intellectual improvement, than if she is con­
tinually poring over her books, especially in a very warm
* Each ticket has a single word, or at most a very few words, 
written upon each side of it. In general, the contents of both sides 
are so formed, as to be mutually question and answer to each other. 
Thus, a ticket may have Paris upon one side; upon the other, The 
capital of France. Whichever of these is mentioned as the question, 
the other becomes the answer. The ticket system may be usefully 
applied to almost every study. If the tickets could be printed at a 
moderate expense, the plan might be adopted with much more con­
venience.
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room; and what is much more important, she will learn 
to “ endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”— 
to endure hardness with cheerfulness, to perform with 
alacrity the most trying duties. By such a course, she 
will not only be able to do much more for Christ; but 
will actually find, that in this way, his yoke is rendered 
more easy, his burden, more light.
T o  conclude, let her whole education, from her cradle 
to the last lecture of her pupilage, be conducted in a 
manner, suited to improve her faculties to the greatest 
degree, and to form her habits and her heart for the 
greatest possible usefulness.
If all this can be done, there is reason to hope, that 
she will be prepared to shine with distinguished lustre 
in the galaxy of female worth. And yet it must be re ­
membered, that all this, as far as it can be done without 
h e r  own cooperation, all this and much more, may be 
done for her to no purpose. H er mind can never be 
improved, not one faculty can be unfolded, not one good 
habit can be formed, without her own activity: As she 
has a most important part to act during her pupilage, 
especially during the latter part of it, some directions 
must be given more immediately to her. If, then, I 
might be allowed to imagine her sitting before me, I 
would thus address her,
My dear young Friend, you will not think it strange, 
that I should be deeply interested in your progress and 
welfare. Your parents and teachers and friends are mak­
ing the greatest exertions for your present and everlasting 
advantage— to make you the ornament of your sex, the joy 
of your associates, the delight of angels, the delight of God. 
Let me most solemnly and affectionately assure you, that 
without your own efforts, all will be in vain, and to your­
self much worse than in vain. It will only tend to sink 
you in shame and contempt, and make you the scorn and 
abhorrence of earth  and heaven. Think not that you 
can become like a polished corner stone in society, while 
you remain like the cold and unfeeling marble, that pas­
sively receives the strokes of the hammer and the chisel. 
All the intellectual artists in the world cannot thus form 
your immortal mind, that “ vital spark of heavenly flame,” 
that God has lighted up within you. No. Your every 
sensibility must be awake. You must be feelingly alive
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to every stroke, to every touch. Or to speak without a 
figure, you must gratefully and vigorously second every 
effort, that is made to raise you in the scale of intellect, 
and form you to virtue and glory. Let me then exhort 
and entreat you to render most humble and hearty  
thanks to your divine Benefactor, for the peculiar ad­
vantages, by which you are so highly distinguished. Let 
me exhort and entreat you most unreservedly to de­
vote yourself to his service and to his glory, for time 
and for eternity.  With deep contrition for your sins, 
with humble confession to the Searcher of hearts, be 
continually begging and pleading for pardon, grace and 
heavenly wisdom. Most ardently and incessantly suppli­
cate the divine direction and blessing in all the business 
of life— upon every study, upon every book, upon every 
lesson, that may engage your attention; begging and 
pleading, that he would enable you to be faithful; that 
he would succeed your efforts and the efforts o f others, 
for your improvement; that he would make you instru­
mental of greatly promoting the welfare of his creatures 
on earth , and his own honor in his eternal kingdom.
And while you are preparing to do good hereafter, 
rem em ber, that you have a present sphere of usefulness 
which you must by no means neglect. Many imagine, that 
during their pupilage, they have nothing to do, but to 
accumulate a store of intellectual and moral treasures, to 
enrich the world, at some future period. But they do 
exceedingly err, not knowing the scriptures. Did they 
but realize, that “ to him that knoweth to do good and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin,”  they could not neglect the 
most precious opportunities of doing good, from day to 
day. “ T o  do good and to communicate,”  then, “ forget 
not;”  nor dare to excuse yourself from any consideration 
of future good deeds, which you may never perform. 
W hatever station you may be called to fill hereafter, 
you may be assured, your present sphere o f action is 
unspeakably important. Behold your fellow pupils around 
you, collected from the best families in our extended and 
rising republic. Each of their souls is of more value 
than ten thousand worlds. And have you nothing to do 
for the immortal welfare of those, with whom your influ­
ence may be, must be, so constant, so, great? You have 
frequent opportunities of doing for them  what neither
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parents, nor teachers, nor ministers, nor any other per­
son, but a fellow student, can do. W hat if any of their 
souls should be lost by your neglect? W hat if some of 
their souls should be saved by means of your instructions, 
your holy conversation, your tender entreaties and per­
severing prayers? Not only the worth of their souls, but 
of many others, is pleading for your faithfulness to them. 
If their lives are spared, they will soon be called to fill 
important stations; their influence, w hether baneful or 
salutary, will be widely extended. How unspeakably 
desirable, that they should all be Christians, eminent 
Christians, distinguished blessings to the world, instead of 
calling down upon it the vengeance of the Almighty. 
And you need not be afraid of diminishing your future 
usefulness, by doing good at present. You cannot gain a 
more valuable preparative than the habit you thus form. 
T here  is nothing, which you can do, which will more 
conduce to make you as a polished corner stone. T he 
power of doing good consists more in habit, than in 
knowledge; or more in experimental knowledge, than in 
speculative. If  you do not begin to do good in your 
pupilage, there is some reason to fear, you will never 
begin. N or have you any reason to fear, that you shall 
materially injure your literary education, by doing good 
to those around you. T h ere  is rather reason to hope, 
you will improve it, by the special blessing of Him, who 
is well pleased with such sacrifices.
T h ere  is one other consideration, which you will 
probably find still more weighty and affecting. Your 
present sphere of usefulness may be your only one on 
earth. You may not survive the period, allotted for 
your pupilage. “ W hatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave w hither thou 
goest.”  Listen to the animating words of Jesus, “ Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”
I have thought it expedient to place the mark of female 
improvement so high, because it really appears desirable, 
that every female should, if possible, actually attain it. I 
do not, however, presume to indulge the hope, that, in 
the present world, I shall ever have the satisfaction of 
seeing any of my own pupils, thus exalted in the scale 
of excellence. But if  possible, I would forever guard.
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them against the criminal and stupifying idea, that they 
know enough already; and stir up their minds to the 
utmost, to be continually pressing upward, to gain the 
highest possible elevation in the region of intelligence— 
in the scale of charity.
Perhaps there  is not now in this country, nor in the 
world, an institution, furnished with good instructors in 
the various branches, and in all respects calculated to af­
ford young females the means of such a literary education, 
as I have supposed desirable. If, however, we have 
reason to mourn, that our female institutions are so im­
perfect, we have perhaps still more reason to rejoice, and 
give thanks, that they are so excellent, and so rapidly im­
proving; that they are so well patronised; that so many 
thousands of American mothers, impressed with the im­
portance of knowledge, which they do not possess, are 
willing to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of 
the most rigid economy, to exert themselves to the ut­
most, that their daughters may be favored with means of 
improvement, very greatly superior to what themselves 
had possessed; and that so many females are making such 
vigorous efforts, to enjoy and improve the means of instruc­
tion, and are not ashamed to become fellow pupils with 
those, who have not seen half so many summers, as them ­
selves. W hat will be the natural result of such feelings, 
and such efforts, in a land of freedom, that the Lord de­
lights to bless? If  we can reasonably judge of the future, 
from the past and the present, may we not indulge the en­
rapturing hope, that the period is not rem ote, when fe­
male institutions, very greatly  superior to the present, 
will not only exist, but be considered as important, as are 
now our colleges, for the education of our sons. T h e  
distinguished honor is probably reserved for our rising re ­
public, to exhibit to the world examples of such female 
seminaries, as the world has never witnessed. But w here 
such an institution shall be erected, by whom it shall be 
founded, and by whom instructed, it is yet for the hand of 
Providence to develop. Possibly some of our children 
may enjoy its advantages.
T h ere  is no doubt, that a few affluent individuals, if  
duly affected with the momentous subject, might establish 
such a seminary, with less efforts, than have been made by 
some of you, for the promotion of female improvement.
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May He, who has given them the power to get wealth, 
who can turn their hearts as the rivers of waters, soon 
give them the disposition.
Should such a seminary be founded by individual mu­
nificence, it would undoubtedly receive the cheering 
smiles, the cordial influence, the substantial protection and 
patronage of our wise legislators— our political fathers.
MY RESPECTED PATRONS,
T he  occasion, which has called us together, cannot 
fail to be peculiarly interesting to you. Beheld this 
beautiful house, which the Lord has enabled you to 
build. N ext to our divine Benefactor, my first gratitude, 
on this occasion, is due to you— to you, whose vigorous 
and persevering exertions have had the principal instru­
mentality to bring me to this place. This neat, this fin­
ished, this very commodious edifice bears witness to your 
exertions in a cause of inestimable importance. When I 
saw your forwardness in this m atter, a year ago, I could 
scarcely believe you sincere in your proposal. You 
seemed to be stating what you desired, ra ther than what 
you expected. But God has enabled your hands to per­
form their enterprise. May your zeal provoke very 
many to noble deeds for female improvement. Long 
may you live to witness and enjoy the good of your labors; 
and may your children’s children to a thousand genera­
tions, arise up, and call you blessed.
But this house is not designed for literary purposes 
alone. It is also dedicated to the holy service of Almighty 
God. And here the members of this Religious Society 
will accept my ardent thanks. Your willingness to re­
ceive for your minister, a poor “ earthen vessel,”  so 
very feeble and imperfect, excites feelings, which I can­
not express. T h e  very comfortable and convenient ar­
rangement, which you have made for attending public 
worship, during the inclement season, demands my live­
liest gratitude to Him, who knows how to “ tem per the 
breeze to the shorn lamb.”  But for this arrangement, 
the talent of preaching the gospel, with which God has 
been pleased to entrust me, which, though so very im­
perfectly exercised, I prize above any other, this talent, 
the most honorable, important, and delightful, that was 
ever committed to mortals, must have been buried be-
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neath the storms and blasts of winter. T o  see myself 
again restored to the glorious work of the stated ministry, 
so much beyond my hopes; to see a kind and respectful 
people, that I can call my own, to see them  eagerly at­
tending upon my ministration from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
appears to me like life from the dead. May it indeed 
prove to be life from the dead to y our immortal souls.
If  I may be an instrument to this Church of strengthen­
ing the things, which remain, that have sometimes seem­
ed almost ready to die; if I may be instrumental of feed­
ing this dear little flock of Christ, with the bread of life; 
if  as an under-shepherd I may be enabled to gather a few 
of his lambs into this fold, and prepare them to be p re ­
sented spotless before the eternal throne, I desire no 
grea ter joy on earth. Beloved Brethren and Sisters, if  
on this occasion, you dare to rejoice, let me entreat you 
to rejoice with trembling. Do not expect too much from 
one, who feels himself to be less than nothing; especial­
ly, when he can devote so small a portion o f his time to 
you. T rust in the Lord, and in him alone. And again, let 
me repeat the request, which I made to you, when I first 
addressed you as your minister, “ B rethren, pray fo r  m e”  
— Brethren and Sisters, pray for me, that I may be strong 
in faith; that my faith fail not; that I may be strengthen­
ed with might from on high; that you and I may live in 
love, and walk in love, and be to each other, a joy and 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus.
My Brethren and Friends of the Methodist and Baptist 
connections, will here accept my most cordial thanks. In 
compliance with your wishes, officially signified to me, I 
have taken up my residence among you, and hope here  
to establish my Seminary. Nobly despising all narrow­
minded jealousy, you have most kindly and respectfully 
pledged yourselves to “ render every facility in your 
power, for the establishment and prosperity of my Semina­
ry, and for my own happiness and w elfare.”  N othing 
could be more grateful to my feelings, than such a com­
munication from persons of a different religious denomina­
tion. I consider it a noble instance of that liberality of 
Christian feeling, which is so happily characteristic o f 
the present age. Such liberality, I hope ever to cherish, 
and to reciprocate. God forbid, that I should ever at­
tempt to sow discord among the brethren  of the cross, the
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disciples of the Lamb. God forbid, that I should ever 
attem pt to alienate your hearts from your present con­
nections, to interrupt your communion, or disturb your 
peace among yourselves. Though I have my religious 
opinions, which I have never attempted to disguise, yet, 
my Brethren, I do feel assured, that the opinions, in which 
we agree, are incomparably more important than those, 
in which we differ. I consider Baptists, Methodists, Con­
gregationalists and many other denominations, as engaged 
in the same great cause—as fellow-laborers, though 
generally in different fields, of the same great Husband- 
man. While they appear to be abiding in Christ, and he 
in them, I can most cordially rejoice to see them bringing 
forth much fruit. Still more shall I rejoice, if  I can do 
any thing to confirm them in the faith of the gospel, and 
make them more abundant in their labors of love. Most 
cordially can I extend the hand of fellowship to all who 
appear to love our Lord Jesus Christ. Most sincerely, 
can I bid God-speed to all, who are engaged to advance 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, and spread the triumphs of the 
cross throughout the world. Even so come, Lord Jesus.
t he
L IT T L E  R E C K O N E R ,
CONSISTING PRINCIPALLY OF ARITHMETICAL QUESTIONS FOR IN­
FANT MINDS; AND SHOWING THE IMPORTANCE OF MENTAL 
ARITHMETIC FOR LITTLE CHILDREN,
Though the L ittle  Reckoner is designed for children of  a very 
tender age; it may be usef ul for those who are 6 or 8 years old, with 
perhaps some omissions; and considerable parts o f it may be useful 
for persons of any age, who have been little exercised in mental 
arithmetic. I f  possible it should always be taught to children in a 
class, like spelling. In  going over the Little Reckoner the firs t time, 
it may be expedient to omit some of the questions, where the series is 
very long, especially, i f  they should be f ound irksome to the learner.
Scarcely any other branch of 
knowledge is of so various, exten­
sive and constant importance, as 
Arithmetic. The philosopher, 
the astronomer, the chemist, finds 
it indispensable at almost every 
step of his investigations. With­
out it, history and geography, if 
they could exist, would be a mass 
of confusion; and a considerable 
part of the bible would be unin­
telligible. Arithmetic is one of 
the main pillars of civil govern­
ment, without which our liberties 
could not be supported. Scarcely 
any mechanic can labor a single 
hour without its aid. It is no less 
necessary in the garden and in 
the field, than in the shop. W ith­
out its aid, civilization would soon 
cease, and perhaps the human 
race would become extinct. Even 
savages know something of Arith­
metic; and so scantily are man­
kind furnished with instincts, that 
it is doubtful, whether they could 
long subsist, without some acquaint­
ance with numbers. Even little 
children feel their need of it, in 
pursuing their amusements. How 
early do they exert and improve 
their little faculties, in attempts at 
computation. It is probable, that 
no person, who reads this, can re­
collect the time, when he began 
to compute when he first per­
ceived, that one and one make 
two.
From the general economy of 
Providence, we might reasonably 
conclude, that the acquisition of a 
branch of knowledge, of such vast 
practical importance, would be 
peculiarly improving to the mind. 
And is not this actually the case? 
Is not the study of arithmetic pe­
culiarly fitted to fix the attention, 
and to produce in the tender 
mind, a habit of close thinking 
and correct arguing? And when 
the child has once formed the 
habit of reasoning arithmetically, 
may it not be easily transferred 
to other kinds of reasoning? Ex­
cept in some very rare cases of 
monstrous intellects, has not a 
person, who readily perceives the 
relation of numbers, a happy pre­
parative for becoming a good 
geometer, a good philosopher, a 
good logician, a good linguist, a good 
metaphysician, a good theologian? 
I would humbly query, whether 
there is not sometimes a little 
spice of arithmetic even in meta­
physical reasoning?
Is it not exceedingly desirable, 
then, that children should be 
taught arithmetic at a very tender 
age? or rather be encouraged and 
assisted in their early attempts at 
computation? T he great arith­
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metical superiority, which some 
children manifest, before they re­
ceive any formal instruction, has 
probably arisen from some casual 
impulse, more frequently, than 
from any original superiority of 
genius. Now if the hand of art 
could only give that impulse, might 
not children in general become as 
expert calculators, as the child, 
who is now considered one of a 
thousand?
Surely it may be wise to try 
experiments upon this subject, es­
pecially experiments, which will 
incur no risk! What parent is 
there—especially, what mother is 
there, who, for such an object, 
will grudge to spend ten minutes 
a day, In conversing with the sweet 
little prattlers around her, to teach 
them mental arithmetic, when 
she delights to converse with them 
almost continually with scarcely 
any definite object?
To most parents a few hints 
upon the method of proceeding 
may be acceptable, though at the 
same time they may discover im­
portant improvements.
Let your child (whom I will 
suppose to be an infant daughter) 
be taught to count ten as early as 
possible, without rendering the ex­
ercise irksome. Perhaps you may 
begin with her, when she is two 
years old First, teach her to 
distinguish between the words one 
and another, by using them in ap­
plication to subjects, which she 
can easily understand; such as, 
“Give me one cent; now give me 
another cent. You have one apple; 
you need not have another apple 
now,”  &c. Let all your expres­
sions, however, be accompanied 
with operations, which are suited 
to explain them. You may then 
let her hear you count her hands, 
her thumbs, her eyes and other 
objects, which are formed in pairs. 
Then tell her to count them. 
Frequently ask her how many 
hands she has? how many eves 
she has? &c. When she has
learned to count two, she will 
more easily learn to count three, 
and so on to ten. There is one 
mistake, however, against which 
it may be proper to guard. When 
you count any number of objects, 
suppose three, by successively 
touching them, and saying one, 
two, three, she is in danger of sup­
posing, that the name of the first 
is one, of the second two and of 
the third three, in the same sense, 
as the name of one object is table, 
of another chair, of another can­
dle.
As far as possible, let her be 
accustomed to count the objects, 
which you give her, such as rai­
sins, plums, &c.
ADDITION; Case A.
After she can count ten, and 
has practised a few days, she may 
begin to calculate in the following 
manner. Give her one cent, or 
some other convenient object, and 
say, “ If I give you another cent, 
how many cents will you have?” 
Then give her another. When 
she has two, say, “ If I give yon 
another cent, how many cents will 
you have?” Then give her anoth­
er, and let her see whether her 
calculation was correct. Thus 
proceed, till she has ten, unless 
her patience should fail. Having 
thus exercised her, for a consider­
able time in this case of addition, 
she may proceed to
SUBTRACTION; C ase A.
When she has two cents, or 
other objects, say, “ If you give me 
one cent, how many cents will 
you have left? If  you give me two 
cents, how many will you have 
left?” Let her then give you one, 
and see how many she has left; 
and then, having taken that back, 
let her give you two. she 
has three, say, “If you give me 
one cent,” &c. When she has 
4, proceed in a similar manner;
3 3
and so on, when she has 5, &c. to 
10. Thus continue to exercise 
her in this case, as long as you 
see fit.
Exercises, in which cents kc. 
are used, may be denominated 
playing cents, &c. according to 
the objects used. It may be ex­
pedient frequently to vary the ob­
jects, lest she should suppose 
arithmetic to have more connec­
tion with some objects, than with 
others.
How many are 3 & 1? 3 & 2? 
&c. to 3 & 7?
How many are 4 & 1? 4 & 2? 
&c to 4 & 6?
How many are 5 & I? &c. to 5 
& 5?
How many are 6 & I? 6 & 2?
6 & 3? 6 & 4?
How many are 7 & 1? 7 & 2?
7 & 3? 8 & 1? 8 & 2? 9 & 1?
How many are one and nought
or nothing?
How many are two and nought? 
3 & 0? 4 & 0? 5 & 0? 6&0 ? 7 & 
0? 8 & 0? 9 & 0? 10 & 0? 0 & 0?
How many are 1 & 1? 2 & 1? 
& c. to 9 & 1 ?
How many are 1 & 2? 2 & 2? 
&c. to 8 & 2?
How many are 1 & 3? 2 & 3? 
&c. to 7 & 3?
How many are l  & 4? 2 & 4? 
&c. to 6 & 4?
How many are 1 & 5? 2 & 5? 
&c. 5 & 5?
How many are 1 & 6? &c.
How many are 1 & 7? &c.
How many are 1&  8? 2 & 8? 1 
& 9?
ADDITION; C ase B.
If the child is very young, let 
her take the cents, and put them 
together, as implied in the ques­
tions, and continue these external 
operations, as long as it appears 
needful.
1. If you take one cent, and put 
it to another cent, how many 
cents will there be in the whole?
2. If you take one cent, and 
put or add it to two others, bow 
many cents will there be in the 
whole?
3. If  you add one cent to three 
cents, how many cents will there 
be in the whole?
4. If you add one cent to four 
cents, how many will there be in 
the whole?
5. If you add 1 cent to 5 cents, 
how many cents will there be in 
the whole?
6. If you add 1 cent to 6 cents, 
how many will there be in the 
whole?
7. I f  you add 1 cent to 7, how 
many will there be in the whole?
8. If you add 1 cent to 8, how 
many will there be in the whole?
9. If you add 1 cent to 9, how 
many will there be in the whole?
10. How many are 1 & 1?
11. How many are 1 & 2?
How many are 1 & 3?
How many are 1 & 4?
How many are 1 & 5? 1 & 6? 
1 & 7? 1 & 8? 1 & 9?
How many are 2 & l ? 2 & 2? 
2  & 3? 2  &  4 ?  2 & 5? 2 & 6? 2 & 
7? 2 & 8?
SUBTRACTION; Case B.
If  you have two apples, and 
give me 1, how many will you 
have left?
If you have 3 cents, and lose 1, 
how many will you have left? if 
you lose 2, how many will you 
have left?
If you have 4 raisins, and give 
away 1, how many will you have 
left? if you give away 2? if you 
give away 3? if you give away 4?
If you have 5 nuts, and give me 
1, how many will you have left? 
if you give me 2? 3? 4? 5?
If you have 6 berries and eat 1, 
how many will you have left? if 
you eat 2? 3? 4? 5? 6?
If you have 7 pins and lose 1, 
how many will you have left? if 
you lose 2? 3? 4? 5? 6? 7?
If you have 8 plums and lose 1, 
how many will you have left? if 
you lose 2? &c. to 8.
If  you have 9 beans and give me
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1, how many will you have left? 
if you give me 2?& c. to 9.
If  you have 10 cents, and give 1 
to  a poor child, how many will you 
have left? if you give 2? &c.
If you have 10 cents, and give 
away 2, how many will you have 
left? if you give 4? &c.
If you take 9 from 10, how many 
will remain? 8 from 10, how many 
will remain? 7 from 10? &c. to 0 
from 10?
If you take 8 from 9, how 
many will remain? 7 from 9? kc. 
to 0 from 9?
If you take 8 from 8. how many 
will remain? 7 from 8? &c. to 0 
from 8?
If you take 7 from 7 how many 
will remain, or what will be the 
remainder? 6 from 7 what “will be 
the remainder? 5 from 7? &c. to 
0 from 7?
If you take 6 from 6, what will 
be the remainder? &c. to 0 from 6?
If you take 5 from 5, what will 
be the remainder? kc. to 0 from 5?
If you take 4 from 4, what will 
be the remainder? &c. to 0 from 4?
If you take 3 from 3, what will 
be the remainder? 2 from S?—1 
from 3? 0 from 3? 2 from 2? 1 from 
2? 0 from 2? 1 from 1? 0 from 1? 
0 from 0?
Be sure not to render the exer­
cise irksome, by asking too many 
questions at a time, nor by asking a 
single question, when it is mani­
festly unpleasant.
Let her attend sometimes to ad­
dition, and sometimes to subtrac­
tion, till she can readily answer all 
the questions:
As soon as she can read them, 
let her ask the questions for another 
to answer. It may also be useful for 
the elder children of a family or 
school to question the younger.
While she is attending to these 
exercises in addition and subtrac­
tion, gradually teach her to count 
100, unless you should think it 
best to defer this, till she is well ac­
quainted with these exercises.
Teach her to count by actually 
counting some objects before her,
and assisting her to do the same. 
Perhaps no objects, equally cheap, 
will be found more convenient lor 
this purpose, than cents. First 
take 20 cents, and teach her to 
count them; then take 30, and so 
on to 100. Teach her to say 
twenty-one, twenty-two, &c. not 
one and twenty, two and twenty, 
&c.
When she can readily count the 
100 cents, one by one, let her 
learn to count them by putting 
them in parcels or piles. In the 
first place, let her put ten in a 
pile, and successively putting her 
finger upon each pile, let her say, 
Ten, twe n ty ,&c. T hen let her put 
5 in a pile, and count (them in a 
similar manner, then let her count 
them by putting 2 in a pile; and 
then, by putting 20 in a pile. She 
may then attend to the following 
questions.
ADDITION; Case C.
How many are 10 and 1? 11 and 
1? 12 and 1? and so on to  99 and 1?
How many are 19 and 1 ? 29 and 
1 ? 39 and 1 ? and so on to 99 and 1 ?
How many arc 10 and 10? 20 
and 10? 30 and 10? &c. to 90 and 
10?
How many are 11 and 10? 21 
and 10? kc. to 91 and 10?
How many are 12 and 10? 22 
and 10? kc. to 92 and 10?
How many are 13 and 10? kc.
How many are 14 and 10? &c.
How many are 15 and 10? &c.
How many are 16 and 10? &c.
How many are 17 and 10? kc.
How many are 18 and 10? &c.
How many are 19 and 10? &c.
How many are 0 and 5? 5 and 
5? 10 and 5? 15 and 5? 20 and 5? 
&c. to 95 and 5?
How many are 1 and 2? 3 and 2?
5 and 2? 7 and 2? 9 and 2? 11 and 
2? &c. to 99 and 2?
How many are 0 and 3? 3 and 3?
6 and 3? 9 and 3? &c. to 99 and 3?
How many are 1 and 3? 4 and 3?
7 and 3? 10 and 3? &c. to 97 and 3?
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How many are 0 and 4? 4 and 4?
8 and 4? &c. to 90 and 4?
How many are 1 and 4? 5 and 4?
9 and 4? 13 and 4? 17 and 4? 21 
and 4? &c. to 97 and 4?
How many are 2 and 4? 0 and 4?
10 and 4? 14 and 4? 18 and 4? &c. 
to 98 and 4?
How many are 0 and 5? 5 and 
5? 10 and 5 & c . to 95 and 5?
How many are 1 and 5? 6 and 
5? 11 and 5? 16 and 5? &c. to 96 
and 5?
How many are 2 and 5? 7 and 5? 
12 and 5? &c. to 97 and 5?  
How many are 3 and 5? 8 and 
5? 13 and 5? &c. to  98 and 5?
How many are 4 and 5? 9 and 5? 
14 and 5? &c. to 99 and 5?
How many are twice 0? twice 1? 
twice 2? &c. to twice 10?
How many are three times 0? 
3 times 1? &c. to 3 times 10?
How many are 4 times 0? 4 
times 1? &c. to 4 times 10?
How many are 5 times 0? &c. 
to 5 times 10.
AUDITION; C a s e  D.
How many are 7 and 8? 17 and 
3? 27 and 3? &c. to 97 and 3? 
How many are 8 and 3? 18 and 
8? &c. to 98 and 8?
How many are 9 and 3? 19 and 
8? &c.
How many are 6 and 4? 16 and 
4? &c.
How many are 7 and 4? &c.
How many are 8 and 4? &c.
How many are 9 and 4? &c.
How many are 6 and 5? &c. 
How many are 7 and 5? &c. 
How many are 8 and 5? &c.
How many are 9 and 5? &c. 
How many are 4 and 6? 14 and
6? &c.
How many are 5 and 6? &c. 
How many are 6 and 6? &c. 
How many are 7 and 6? &c. 
How many are 8 and 6? &c. 
How many are 9 and 6? &c. 
How many are 2 and 7? 12 and 
7? 22 and 7? &c. to 92 and 7?
How many are 3 and 7? 13 and 
7? &c.
How many are 4 and 7? &c. 
How many are 5 and 7? &c. 
How many are 6 and 7? &c. 
How many are 7 and 7? &c. 
How many are 8 and 7? &c. 
How many are 9 and 7? &c. 
How many are 2 and 8? 12 and 
8? &c.
How many are 3 and 8? &c. 
How many are 4 and 8? &c. 
How many are 5 and 8? &c.
How many are 6 and 8? &c. 
How many ar e 7 and 8? &c. 
How many are 8 and 8? &c. 
How many are 9 and 8? &c. 
How many are 2 and 9? 12 and 
9? &c.
How many are 3 and 9? &c. 
How many are 4 and 9? &c.
SUBTRACTION; C a s e  C.
If you take 1 from 100, what 
will be the remainder? 1 from 99, 
what will be the remainder? 1 from 
98 &c. to 1 from 10?
If you take 2 from 100, what 
will be the remainder? 3 from 100? 
4 from 100? 5 from 100? &c. to 99 
from 100?
If you take 10 from 100, what 
will be the remainder? 10 from 
90? 10 from 80? &c. to 10 from 10?
If you take 10 from 100, what 
will be the Remainder? 20 from 
100? 30 from 100? &c. to. 100 from 
100?
 If you take 5 from 100, what 
will be the remainder? 10 from 
100? 15 from 100? 20 from 100? 
&c. to 100 from 100?
M ULTIPLICATION; C a s e  A.
How many is once 1? twice 1? 
3 times 1? 4 times 1? &c. to 10 
times 1?
How many is once 2? twice 2? 
3 times 2? &c. to 10 times 2?
How many is once 3? twice 3? 
3 times 3? &c. to 10 times 3?
How many is once 4? twice 4? 3 
times 4? &c. to 10 times 4?
How many is once 5? &c. to 10 
times 5?
3 6
How many are 5 and 9? &c.
How many are 6 and 9? &c.
How many are 7 and 9? &c.
How many are 8 and 9? kc .
How many are 9 and 9? &c.
Perhaps the best way for the 
young scholar to add 9 to any oth­
er number, is first to add 10 and 
then subtract 1. Thus; if you 
would add 9 to 46, say 46 and 10 
are 56, and 1 taken from 56, leaves 
55. Therefore 46 and 9 are 55. 
9 may be added by adding 10 and 
subtracting 9; and 7 may be added 
either by adding 4 and 3 or by ad­
ding 10 and subtracting 3.
7 from 97 leaves how many? &c.
7 from 96 leaves how many? &c.
7 from 95 leaves how many? &c.
7 from 94 leaves how many? &c.
8 from 100 leaves how many? 
&c.
8 from 99 leaves how many? &c.
8 from 98 leaves how many? &c.
8 from 97 leaves how many? k c .
8 from 96 leaves how many? kc.
8 from 95 leaves how many? kc.
8 from 94 leaves how many? &c.
8 from 93 leaves how many? kc.
9 from 100 leaves how many? &c.
9 from 99 leaves how many? kc.
9 may be subtracted by sub­
tracting 10 and adding 1, 8 by 
subtracting 10 and adding 2, and 
7 by subtracting 10 and adding 3 , 
or by subtracting 4 & 3, 3 & 4, 
5 & 2 or 2 & 5 .
SUBTRACTION; Case D.
If you take 2 from 100, what 
will be the remainder? 2 from 98?
2 from 96? 2 from 94? 2 from 92? 
&c. to 2 from 2?
If you take 2 from 99, what will 
be the remainder? 2 from 97? &c.
If you take 3 from 100, what 
will be the remainder? 3 from 97?
3 from 94? 3 from 91? 3 from 88?
3 from 85? &c.
If you take 4 from 100, what 
will be the remainder? 4 from 96?
4 from 92? &c.
If you take 4 from 99, what will 
be the remainder? &c.
If you take 4 from 98, how 
many will remain? &c.
If  you take 6 from 100, how 
many will remain? 5 from 95? 5 
from 90? &c.
If  you take 5 from 99, how 
many* will remain? &c.
5 taken from 98 leaves how 
many? from 98? from 88? &c.
5 from 97 leaves how many? &c.
5 from 96 leaves how many? &c.
6 from 100 leaves how many?
6 from 99 leaves how many? &c. 
6 from 98 leaves how many? &c. 
6 from 97 leaves how many? &c. 
6 from 96 leaves how many? &c.
6 from 95 leaves how many? &c.
7 from 100 leaves how many? 
&c.
7 from 99 leaves how many? &c. 
7 from 98 leaves how many? &c.
ADDITION; Case E.
How many are 0  &  6?6  & 6! 12 
& 6? 18 & 6? &c. to 96 & 6?
How many are 1 & 6? 7 & 6?
13 & 6? kc. to  97 & 6?
How many are 2 & 8 & 6?
14 & 6? &c. to 98 & 6?
How many are 3 & 6? 9 & 6?
15 & 6? 21 & 6? &c.
How many are 4 & 6? 10 & 6?
16 & 6? &c.
How many are 5 & 6? 11 & 6?
17 & 6? &c.
How many are 0 & 7? 7 & 7?
14 & 7? &c.
How many are 1 & 7? 8 & 7?
15 & 7? &o.
How many are 2 & 7? 9 & 7?
16 & 7? &c.
How many are 3 & 7? 10 & 7?
17 & 7? &c.
How many are 4 & 7? 11 & 7?
18 & 7? &c.
How many are 5 & 7? 12 & 7?
19 & 7? &c.
How many are 6 & 7? 13& 7?
20 & 7? &c.
How many are 0 &  8? 8 &  8?
16 &  8? &c.
How many are 1 &  8? 9 8?
17 &  8? &c.
How many are 2 &  8? 10 & 8? 
&c.
3 7
How many are 3 &  8? 11 &  8? 
& c.  
How many are 4 &  8 ?  12 & 8?
& c .
How many are 5 & 8? 18 & 8? 
& c .
How many are 6 &  8? 14 & 8? 
&c. 
How many are 7 &  8? 
& c .  
How many are 0 &  9? 9 &  9?
18 &  9? &c.
How many are l  &  9? 10 &  9?
19 &  9? & c.  
How many are 2  &c. 9? 11 & 9? &c.
9? & c .
How many are 3 &  9? 12 &  
9? & c. 
How many are 4 &  9.? 13 &  
9? & c.  
How many are 5 &  9.  14 &  9? 
& c.
How many are 6 & 9? 15 &  9?  
& c. 
How many are 7 £4 9? 16 £4 9?
&c.
How many are 8 £4 9? 17 £4 9? 
£4c.
DIVISION; C ase A.
How many times 1 are there in  
1 ? in 2? in 3? &c. to 12.
How many times 2 are there in 
2? in 4? in 6? 8? &c. to 100?
How many times 3 are there in 
3? 6? 9? & c. to 99.
How many times 4 are there in 
4? 8? 12? &c. to 100.
How many times 5 are there in 
5? 10? 15? & c. to 100.
How many times 6 are there in 
6? 12? & c. to 96.
How many times 7 are there in 
7? 14? 21? 28? to 98.
How many times 8 are there in 
8? 16? 24? & c. to 96.
How many times 9 are there in 
9? 18? 27? &c. to 108.
How many times 10 are there 
in 10? 20? 30? & c. to 120.
How many times 11 arc there 
in 11? in 22? in 33? to 132?
How many times 12 arc there 
in 12? 24? 36? £4c. to 144?
ADDITION; Ca se  F.
It’ a man has 7 cents in one 
pocket, 4 in another, and 10 in 
his hands, how many has he in 
the whole?
If a mail has 20 dollars in one 
purse, 6 in another and 12 in his 
desk, how many has he in the whole?
If a boy has 13 apples in a basket, 
8 in his pockets and 4 in his hands, 
how many has he in the whole?
If a man has 4 piles of guineas, 
with 9 in one pile, 8 in another, 
7 in another, and 6 in another, 
how many has he in the whole?
If a man has one child 13 years 
old, another 11, another 6, and 
another 2, what is the amount of 
their ages?
Suppose a man labors for a 
shilling an hour; on Monday 7 
hours, Tuesday 9, Wednesday 6, 
Thursday 11, Friday 8, and Satur­
day 7, how many shillings must 
he receive for his week’s work?
If you spend 4 cents for ginger­
bread, 7 for nuts, and 19 for a 
whistle, how many do you spend 
in the whole?
M ULTIPLICATION. Case B.
How many are twice 0? twice 
2? twice 3? 4? 5? & c. to twice 
12?
How many are 3 times 0? 3 
times 1? 3 titles 2? & c. to 3 
times 12?
How many are 4 times 0? 1? 
2? & c.
How many are 5 times 0? 1? 
2? & c.
How many are 6 times 0? l ? 
2? & c.
How many are 7 times 0? 1?
2? & c.
How many are 8 times 0? 1? 
2? & c.
How many are 9 times 0? 1? 
2? & c.
How many are 10 times 0? 1? 
2? & c.
How many arc 11 times 0? 1? 
2? &c.
How many are 12 times 0? 1? 
& c .
4
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SUBTRACTION; Case E.
If you take 2 from 12, how 
many will remain? 2 fr om 11? 2 
from 11? &c. to 2 from 2?
 I f  you take 3 from 13, how 
many will remain? 3 from 12? 3 
from 11? &c. to 3 from 3?
If you take 4 from 14, how 
many will remain? 4 from 13? &c.
5 from 15? 5 from 14? &c.
6 from  16 from 15? &c.
7 from 17? 7 from 16? &c.
8 from 18? 8 from 17? &c.
9 from 19? 9 from 18? &c.
If  from 100, you take 15? SO?
45? 60? 75? 90? 95? 96?
If  from 5, you take 3? 0? 4? 1? 
2? 5?
If  from 6, you take 0? 6? 4? 1? 3? 
If  from 7, you take 3? 5? 2? 6? 0? 
If  from 8, you take 3? 5? 7? 2?
If from 9, you take 5? 0? 7? 2? 
8? 4? 1? 3? 9?
If  from 10, you take 3? 10? 1? 
4? 8? 6? 0? 7? 5? 2?
If from 11, you take 3? 9? 5? 1? 
8? 7? 2? 10? 6? 4?
If from 12, you take 7? 1? 9? 3? 
5? 2? 8? 0? 4? 6?
If from 13, you take 6? 7? 5? 8? 
4? 9? 3? 10? 1? 0?
If from 14, you take 10? 9? 3? 7? 
8? 6? 5? 1? 11?
If from 15, you take 11? 3? 9? 7? 
4? 8? 6? 2?
If from 16, you take 8? 7? 6? 1? 
9? 11? 4? 12?
If from 17, you take 7? 8? 10? 3? 
6? 5? 4? 11? 14?
If from 18, you take 11? 6? 4? 9? 
15? 18? 8? 7?
If  from 19, you take 4? 15? 17?
10? 5? 0? 8? 3? 16?
MULTIPLICATION; Case C.
How many are 4 times 3? 5 
times 3? 6 times 3? &c. to 12 
times 3?
How many are 6 times 5? 7 
times 5? 8 times 5 &c.
How many are 4 times 6? 5 
times 6? &c. to 12 times 6?
3 times 7? 4 times 7? &c.
3 times 8? 4 times 8? &c.
3 times 9? 4 times 9? &c.
3 times 10? 4 times 10? &c.
3 times 11? 4 times 11? &c.
3 times 12? 4 times 12? &c.
ADDITION; C ase G.
How many are 20 & 10? 20 &  
20? 2 &  30? 20 & 40? &c. to 20  
& 100? 
How many are 30 & 10? 30 &  
20? 3 &  30? &c. to 30 & 10?  
40 & 10? 40 & 20? 40 & 30? &c.
50 & 10? 50 & 20? &c.  
6 0 & 10? 60 & 20? &c.  
70 & 10? 70 & 20? &c.  
80 & 10? 80 & 20? &c.
90 & 10? 90 & 20? & c .
DIVISION; Case. B.
In 1, how many times 1?
In 2, how m any times 1? 2?
In 3, how many times 3? 1?
In 4, how many times 2? 1? 4?
In 5, how many times 5? 1?
I n  6, how many times 3? 2? 1?
I n 8, how many times 4? 2? 8?
In 9, how many times 3? 9? 1?
In  1 ,  how many times 5? 1?
In 12, how many times 2? 3? 4?
I n 14, how many times 7? 2?
In 15, how many times 5? 3?
In 16, how many times 2? 4?
16? 8? T
In 18, how many times 9? 6? 3? 2?
In 20, how many times 10? 4?
2? 5 ?
In 21, how many  times 3?7
In 22, how m a n y  times 2? 1?  
In 24, how many times 2? 6? 
12? 4?
In 25, how many limes 5?
In 26, how many times 2? 13?
SUBTRACTION; Case F.
I f  from 100, you take 20, how 
many will remain? if you take 30? 
40? & c .  
If from 100, you lake 30, how 
many will remain? if you take 60? 
90? 40? 7 ?  100? 0?
If  from 100, you take 5? 15? 
25? 35? 45? &c. to 95?
39
In 27, how many times 3? 9?
In 28, how many times 4? 7? 
14? 2?
In 30, how many times 2? 6? 
15? 8? 5? 10?
In 32, how many times 2? 8? 
16? 4?
In 33, how many times 3? 11?
In 34, how many times 2? 17?
In 35, how many times 7? 5?
In 36, how many times 2? 6? 12? 
9? 3? 4?
In 38, how many times 2? 19?
In 39, how many times 13? 3?
In 40, how many times 1? 40? 
2? 20? 10? 8? 4? 5?
In 42, how many times 6? 7? 2?
In 44, how many times 2? 4? 11? 
In 45, how many times 9? 5? 3?
15?
In 46, how many times 2? 23?
In 48, how many times 8? 6? 24?
2? 16? 3?
 ADDITION; Case H.
How many are 2 & 3 & 4? 3, 4 
& 5? 
How many are 4, 5 & 6? 5, 6 
& 7?
W hat is the amount of 6, 7 & 
8? 7, 8 & 9?
What is the amount of 9, 10 & 3? 
11? 10,  11 & 12? 2 ,  4 & 0? 4, 6 & 
3? 6 ,  8 & 10?
What is the sum of 8, 10 & 12? 
1,3 & 6? 3, 6 & 9? 6, 9 & 12? 1, 4 
& 8? 4, 8 & 12?
What is the sum of 3, & 11? 5,
2&  9? 8, 7 & 6? 9, 7 & 0? 6 ,  5 &
12?
What is the sum of 7, 3 & 9? 
8, 4 & 8? 6, 7 & 9? 8, 7 &  1 1  4, 6  
&  15?
What is the sum of 10, 20 & 3 ?  
10, 20 & 40? 10, 20 & 5? 10,  20 
& 6?  10, 20 &c.70?l0 , 20 & 80?
20, 30 & 50? 20, 30 & 60?
W hat is the sum of 30, 40 Sc 
5?  30,  40 & 6?  3, 40 & 70?  30 
 8 & 4?
What is the sum of 40, 50 8c 
60, 40, 60 & 70? 40, 70 & 80? 40 &1?
80 & 9?
W hat is the sura of 50, 6 & 
70? 50, 60 & 80? 50, 60 & 90?
What  is the sum of 60, 70 & 
80? 60, 70  & 90? 60,70 & l 00?
What is the sum of 100, 2 0 0 & 
300? 100, 200 & 40;? 100, 200 & 
500?
What is the sum of 200, 300 & 
400? 200, 300 &  500? 300, 500 & 
700? 
SUBTRACTION; Case G.
If from 10  you take 4 & 3, how 
many will remain? 
If  from 10, you take 1 & 0 how 
many will remain? 1 &  1? 1 & 2?
1 & 3? 2 & 2? 2 & 3? 2  & 4? 2 & 5?
2 & 6? 2 & 7? 3 & I? 3 & 2? 3 & 
3? 3 & 4? 3 & 5?
If from 12 you take 4 & 1? 4 & 
2? 4 & 3? 4 & 4? 4 &  5? 4 & 6? 4 
& 7? 4 & 8?
If from 12, you take 5 & 3? 5 & 
4? 6 & 2? 6 & 3? 6 & 5? 7 & 3? 8 
& 1?  9 & 2?
If from 12, you take 3 & 8? 2 & 
5? 8 & 1? 9 & 2? 7 & 4? 6 & 5?
If from 12, you take 5&  4? 3 
& 6?
If from 13, you take 7 & 2? 7 & 
3? 7 & 4? 7 & 5? 7 & 6? 8 & 2? 9 
& 3? 5 & 8? 2 & 9? 8 & 4 , 5 & 3? 
6 & 5?
If from 14, you take 0&  0? 0 
& l? 7 & 7? 8 & 6? 5 & 1? 5 & 2? 
5 & 3?
If from 15, you take 6 & 3? 6 & 
4? 4 & 5? 8 & 6? 9 & 4? 7 &  5? 4 
& 7? 6 & 9?
If from 16, you take 5 & 3, 5 & 
4? 5 & 5? 6 & 3? 7 & 7? 9 & 3? 8 
& 7?
If from 17, you take 6 & 2? 7 
& 9? 8 & 5? 3 & 0? 4 & 9? 11 & 3?
If from 18, you take 5 &  7 & 
5? 9 & 2? 7 & 6? 3 & 8? 9 &  7? 6 &8
If from 19, you take 6  & 3? 4 
& 6? 5 & 7? 8 & 11? 9 & 5? 7 & 6? 
8 & 4? 
If from 20, you take 9 & 9? 8 & 
8? 7 & 7? 9 & 6? 8 &  5? 7 &  3 
& 11?
4 0
MULTIPLICATION; C ase  D.
The product of two or more 
numbers, is the number produced 
by multiplying them together. 
Thus, 6 is the product of 3 & 2; 
because 3 times 2 are 6; 12 is the 
product of 3 & 4, also of 2 & 6; 
24 is the product of 3 & 8; also of
4 & 6; also of 2 & 12; also of 2,
3 & 4?
What is the product of 1 & 1?
1 & 2? 1 & 3? 1 &   ? 7 & 0?
What is the product of 2 & 1?
2 & 2? 2 &  3? 2 &  4? &c. to 2 &
20?
What is the product o f 3 & 0?
3 & 1? 3 & 2? 3 &  to 3 & 2?
2 ?
What is the product of 4 & 0?
4 &  l?, 4 &  2? to 4 &  20?
What is the product of 5 &  0?  
&c.
What is the product of 6 & 0? 
& c.
W hat is the product of 7 &  0? 
& c.
Product of 8 & 0? &c.
Product of 9 & 0? &c.
Product of 10 & 0? &c.
Product of 11 & 0? &c.
Product of 12 &  0? &c. 
The square of any number is 
the product of that number mul­
tiplied by itself. Thus 36 is the 
square of 6; because 6 times 6 
are 36. The reason that the 36 
is called the square of 6, is, be­
cause a square piece of paper or 
Other substance or surface, 6 inch­
es long and 6 inches wide, contains 
36 square inches; or is equal to 
56 square inches. Take a square 
piece of paper 2 inches long and 
2 inches wide, and you may divide 
it into four pieces, each being an 
inch long and an inch wide. Take 
a piece of paper 3 inches each 
way, and you may divide it into 9 
pieces, each being an inch each 
way.
W hat is the square of 0? of 1?
2? 3? 4? &c. to 12?
What is the square of 20? 30?
40? 50? 60? 70? 80? 90? 100?
DIVISION; C ase C.
In 50, how many times 10? St
2 ? 25?
 In 51, how many times 8 ? 17?
In 52, how many times 2? 26? 
In 54, how many times 2 ? 27? 6 ? 
9? 18? 3? 
In  55, how many times 9? 11? 
In 5 6  how many tim es 7? 8? 2? 
28? 
 In 58, how many-times 2? 29?
In  0 - how many times 2? 12? 
20? 5? 3? 30? 4? 10? 15? 6 ?  
In 62, how many time 2? 31?
The pupil should not only cal­
culate th e  multiplication and di­
vision table, but commit it most 
perfectly to memory. Perhaps 
there is no way, in which this can 
be done more easily, more agree­
ably, or more effectually, than by 
means of arithmetical tickets, of 
which the specimens may be seen 
at Mr. Armstrong’s bookstore.
COLBURN’S ARITHM ETIC.
After your child has  become 
well acquainted with the Little 
Reckoner, she will be prepared to 
commence the study of Colburn’s 
Arithmetic. I have scarcely ever 
met with a school book, t hat af­
forded me more satisfaction, than 
this little work. It is highly re­
commended by Professor Farrar 
of Cambridge, and the Rev. Mr. 
Colman, lately of Hingham. This 
Arithmetic is designed for children 
eight or ten years old, and appears 
to be much more conducive to 
mental improvement, than any 
other, which I have seen.
THE END. 
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The instructor has been peculiarly gratified to witness the lively and 
increasing interest, which his pupils have manifested in attending to 
Intellectual Philosophy. He hopes the present year to increase the 
number of his lectures upon this noble and very important science. 
These and most of the other lectures will be delivered to both class­
es. In consequence of having once gone over the ground with the 
s enior class, he hopes to be able to devote more attention to the 
juniors, the ensuing season, than was possible the last.
The Seminary will be open, the ensuing season during two quarters 
o f  twelve weeks each, separated by a vacation of a fortnight. The first 
quarter will commence on the first Wednesday in May, at 8 o’clock, 
A .M . The introductory lecture will commence at 10.
Price of instruction, $ 6 a quarter, to be paid in advance.
Common price of board, from $ 1  50 to $1  75 a week, washing, 
fuel and lights not included.
Students can be accommodated with such books and articles of station­
ary, as they may have occasion to purchase.
A s every branch is taught systematically, and as it is exceedingly 
desirable, that each student should be acquainted w ith the reasons o f  
each system, it is earnestly requested, that those who may attend the 
Seminary, may, if  possible, enter at the commencement o f  the season.
A Preparatory School has already commenced in the Seminary 
Hall, taught principally by Mrs. Emerson, and Miss Z. B. Cheever. 
T he leading design of this is to prepare young ladies for entering the 
S e minary, it will continue till within a fortnight of the opening of the 
Seminary.
Price of instruction and fuel in the Preparatory School, 50 cent s a 
we ek. JOSEPH  EMERSON.
Saugus, January 2 1 , 1822.
R e c e n t ly  p u b l is h e d , b y  S a m u e l  T . A r m s t r o n g ,  N o . 50.
 C o r n h i l l ,  B o s to n ,
A UNION CATECHISM,
f ounded on Scripture History; consisting partly of Bible 
Q uestions; and partly of Questions with Answers; inter­
spersed with Instructions, Doctrinal, Practical, and Ex- 
planatory, principally in the form of Notes; designed for 
the use of Individuals, Families, and Schools, especially 
Sabbath Schools: to which is prefixed, An Address to Learn­
ers; Prayers to be offered before reading the Holy Scrip­
tures; An Address to Teachers of Sabbath Schools; and An 
Address to Parents. The Introduction contains 16 Rules 
 and Directions for understanding the Scriptures. By Joseph 
E m e rso n , Principal of the Female Seminary, and Min­
ister of the Church in Saugus, Author of “Evangelical Prim­
er,” &c. &c. Price 31 cts. single; $ 3 00 a dozen; $ l8 75 
per hundred. *** Orders solicited.
 The Recorder for Jan. 12, contains a very respectful notice of this 
work from which the following observations are extracted.
"Minds yet immature, and characters yet unformed, are susceptible 
of a strong and salutary influence from well directed exertions to 
enlighten and purify them; and they will repay in the ratio of an
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hundred fold all the care bestowed on them, by their contributions to 
the amount of  h uman happiness hereafter.
“ To the acknowledgment of th is principle, may we trace the estab­
lishment of Sabbath schools, Bible Classes, and various other forms of 
catechetical instruction. And to improve the general acknowledg­
ment of the principle to the greatest advantage of the church and the 
world, the author  of the work b e fore us, has labored with as much 
fidelity, and  it is  believed, with i s much success, as any one. His 
“ Evangelical Primer,”  has not only circulated very extensively, and 
e n joyed a popularity that no similar work has rivalled, but wherever 
it has gone, it has prepared the way for the introduction of catechisms 
of a higher order, adapted to more cultivated minds. We do not say 
that the “ Evangelical Primer”  first suggested to others the plan of 
those Catechisms that have since been published under the title of 
“ Bible Questions,”  but we are not aware that any such Catechisms 
appeared, till after Mr. E. had shown their utility by the short His­
torical Catechism, composing a part of his Primer. His original 
plan, however, has not been exactly followed by a ny of the authors 
alluded to; and without intending the slightest disparagement of their 
valuable labors, we venture to say, that none of them have executed 
the task they assumed, with so much fidelity as Mr. E. himself. He 
has happily combined evangelical and doctrinal truth with historical 
facts in such a manner, that no portion of sacred history, on which he  
has touched c an be studied by the aid of his questions without con­
veying to the m ind much more than the bare impression of the fact s  
themselves. The "Notes" which are interspersed more or less lib­
erally throughout the work, very greatly enhance its value.  
“W e shall be much disappointed if the "Union Catechism" doe s  
not ultimately supersede most other works of a similar kind." 
E xtracts f r om the Union Catechism. 
PERIOD I.  
Ch ap te r III.
I nstitution of the Sabbath.
1. How did God distinguish the 
seventh day? Gen. 2:3.
2. What command was given 
at Sinai, respecting the Sabbath? 
Ex. 20:8—11.
3. W hat additional reason had 
the Israelites for sanctifying the 
Sabbath? and what particular 
event did they celebrate by it? 
Their deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage. Deut. 5:15.
4. What scripture proves that 
the Sabbath is continued under 
the Gospel dispensation? Mat. 
24:20.
5. To what time do these 
words refer?  To the time of the 
destruction of the temple, about 
40 years after the ascension of 
Christ.
0. Who is the Lord of the Sab­
bath? Mat. 12:8. 
7. Why was the Sabbath chang­
ed from the seventh day o f  the 
week to the first? To commem­
orate the resurrection of Christ, 
who rose on the first day of the] 
week. John 20:1. 
8. Why is the Sabbath called 
the Lord's day, in the New Tes­
tament? Probably because Christ,  
as Lord of the Sabbath, changed 
it from the seventh to the first 
day of the week, to commemorate 
his resurrection. Acts 20:7. 1 
Cor. 16:2. Rev. 1:10. 
9. I n what manner, does God 
speak of the Sabbath? He repre­
sents it as a sign or token between 
him and his people. Ez. 20:12. 
Ex. S1:16, 17.
10. What does God say of those, 
who keep the Sabbath holy ? Is. 
56:2.
11. How should we spend the 
Sabbath? Not in speaking our 
own words, nor in doing our own 
ways, nor in finding our own 
pleasure; bat in praying to God,
 in singing his praises, in attending 
public worship, in religious con­
versation, in serious reading and  
hearing, in holy meditation, &c. 
